CLB-GA and TR14 were maintained in Dulbecco's modified Eagle medium (DMEM, Gibco, Paisley, UK) supplemented with 10% fetal calf serum (FCS, Biochrom, Berlin, Germany). BE(2)-C, IMR-32, SH-SY5Y and SK-N-AS were cultured in DMEM supplemented with 10% FCS and 1% non-essential amino acids (NEAA, Lonza, Cologne, Germany). SK-N-DZ were maintained in DMEM supplemented with 10% FCS and 1% L-glutamine (Gibco). LAN-6 were cultured in DMEM supplemented with only 20% FCS. COLO-320, LAN-5, NBL-S and SK-N-FI were maintained in Roswell Park Memorial Institute (RPMI) 1640 medium (Gibco) supplemented only with 10% FCS, and 1% NEAA was also added for the culture of HD-MB03, Kelly, NB-1 and SH-EP. IMR-5 was cultured in RPMI 1640 supplemented with 10% FCS, 1% NEAA and 1% L-glutamine. The OHC-NB1 cell line was grown in DMEM supplemented with 10% FCS, 1% NEAA, 20 ng/ml EGF (Promocell, Heidelberg, Germany) and 20 ng/ ml bFGF (Promocell). 
